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Urnes Dttrfte t Boøn
(Pl. I-IV.)

Urnes eller rettere Ørnes, som det blev skrevet endnu i be
gynnelsen af forrige aarhundrede, skyder sig frem i Lysterfj orden
ligeoverfor Solvorn. Ved kristendommens første tid, heder det,
boede hermde to kjemper, paa hver sin side af fjorden, og begge
reiste de en kirke. Da kjempen paa Solvorn saa, at Urnes kirke
var bleven den fagreste, kastede han en stor sten over fjorden,
for at knuse den, men stenen naadde ikke længer frem end til
midt imellem stranden og kirken. Som svar sendte da gjenboen
paa Urnes en endnu større sten tilbage imod Solvorns kirke, men
den gik maalet forbi, og falt ned et godt stykke ovenfor.

Det er med dette eventyr som med saamange andre af lig
nende slags og, man kan gjerne sige, med næsten alle de saa kal
lede historiske sagn: det er gjort i et ledigt øjeblik, for at more
bygdens folk ved at digte en forbindelse mellem ting, som de hver
dag saa for sine øjne. Stenen paa Urnes er en bautasten, den
paa Solvorn ogsaa; Solvorns kirke er nu en simpel laftbygning
fra det syttende aarhundrede, og det vilde derfor ikke sige stort,
at Urnes kirke overgik den i skjønhed, men rimelig nok, sigter
fortællingen til en ældre bygning af reisverk, som før maa have
staaet der.

Hvad eventyret egentlig vilde fremhæve, var vist, at Urnes
kirke havde noget aparte ved sig, men nu er meget af dette for
andret eller dølger sig under nyere tilsætninger. Kirkens taarn,
hele dens ydre tagverk og de i veggene eller tåget udskaarne lys
aabninger er alt yngre end det sextende aarhundrede; tåget er
lagt med tegl istedenfor træspon; koret har faaet en firkantet slut
ning, medens den fra først af utvilsomt var halvrund; den sval
gang, som endnu i 1722 omgav hel. kirken, er kun levnet i
et lidet stykke foran vestsiden, og dette har almindelig bordklæd
ning og hænger fremover som et falleferdigt skur; skilleveggen
imellem langhuset og koret er, som sedvanligt, borttagen, og det
egentlige loft skjult under et senere indsat, her i form af tønne
hvelving, fra det syttende aarhundrede; og paa flere steder har en
uvoren øxe borthugget de udskaarne forsiringer.

Kirkens ydre er nu saa forandret, at det ikke er en aftegning
verdt, undtagen i enkelte dele, men heri saavelsom i det indre ei
der alligevel nok, som vidner om et udmerket arbejde. I hoved
formerne træffes væsentlig det samme, som i de fleste andre stave
kirker: en svalgang, der, som nysanført, omgav hele bygningen;
et aabent sperreloft, sammensat paa den sedvanlige maade; et højt
midskib, med smaa runde huller øverst oppe og baaret af stolper,
forenede ved buer; endelig lavere omgange paa hver side. Men
alt dette er her udført med en kunstferdighed og smag, som søger
sin lige, hvorvel man, især i buernes listverk, sporer en større
efterligning af den tids stenbygningsmaade end ellers. Desuden

The Chiirch of Urnes in Sogn.
(PI. I-IV.)

Ihe promontory of Urnes, or more correctly written Ornes,
juts out into the Lyster Fiord opposite to Solvorn. In the early
Christian times, it is said, there resided two giants, each on his
side of the fiord, and both of them erected churches. When the
giant of Solvorn saw that the church of Urnes was the finer, he
east a great stone over the fiord to crush the building, but the
stone did not reach farther than midway between the beach and
the church. In reply the giant of Urnes threw a still greater
stone at the church of Solvorn, but missing it drapped down
some distance beyond the church.

It holds good of this story as of so many others of a like
description and, I dåre say, nearly of all the so-called oral tradi
tions: it is made in some spare hour for the sake of amusing the
country people by inventing a combination of objects, every day
before their eyes. The stone of Urnes is a Bautasteinn (monu
mental stone), that of Solvorn likewise ; the present church of Sol
vorn being a plain loghouse from the seventeenth century, it would
not have been strange if the church of Urnes had surpassed it
with regard to beauty. But likely the tale hints at an elder build
ing of Reisverk (a construction of heavy planks., standing upright
or in the same manner as the church of Urnes) which may be
supposed to have occupied the same place.

The purport of this story may have been to indicate some
interesting peculiarity exhibited in the church of Urnes. But now
much of that is altered or concealed by additions of later date.
The form of the belfry, and the spire of the church, all its exterior
roof, and its windows, placed afterwards in the walls or the roof,
with adjected canopies, are altogether younger than the sixteenth
century; the roof is covered with tiles instead of the former
shingles; the eastern wall of the chancel is flatended, while it ori
ginally undoubtedly was round; of the portico which as late as
1722 surrounded the whole building, is left only a small part before
the westfront of the church, and this part is boarded in the man
ner used now-a-days, and is leaning forwards like a shed in a
state of decay; the screen or the partition wall between the nave
and the chancel is, as usually in our old churches of this sort,
tåken away, the original roof concealed by another from the seven
teenth century, formed as a waggon vault, and in several places
the carvings are cut away by an unmannerly ax.

The exterior of the building has undergone so many altera
tions, that it is not worth delineating except in some details, which
however, as well as the interior of the church, are sufficient proofs
of a remarkable work. As for the principal forms wc mostly meet
with the same features as in the other churches of a like descrip
tion: a portico which, as above mentioned, surrounded the whole
building; a roof of the usual construction; a nave of great hight
with some small round air holes uppermost, and supported by
columns joined by arches; finally aisles on every side. But all
this shows a skill and a taste for art which is not to be found
elsewhere, although wc meet with a greater imitation of the stone
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fremviser denne kirke nogle særegenheder, som fortjene mere end
almindelig Istedenfor at svalgangens ydre vegg
plejer at være aldeles tæt eller i det høieste med smaa gjennem
brydninger, bestaar den her af næsten mandshøje rundbuer med
søiler under (Pl. 11. no. 3); ogsaa udvendig paa kirken, og navnlig
i dens vestre bryst, hvad der er uden sidestykke, træffes udskje
ringer, men som nu næsten ere aldeles udslettede af vejret; used
vanligt er ogsaa det snitverk, som sees paa nordre vegg (Pl. 11.
no. 1) og tilforn var beskyttet af den omgivende svalgang; og me
dens hovederne paa midskibets søiler ellers som oftest ere runde
og aldeles glatte, nærme de sig her til den Romanske terningsform
og ere paa tre sider prydede med udskaarne figurer af mennesker
og dyr i fantastiske bøjninger, og ovenfor søilehovederne paa mid
skibets nordre, østre og søndre vegg bugter den vingede drage
sig i mange sving opad de her pilasterlignende stolper. Derimod
mangler i toppen af stolperne de sedvanlige masker eller hoveder
af mennesker og dyr; heller ikke træffes de liggende kors foran
det aabne rum (triforiet) under omgangenes tagverk; og ved ho
vedindgangen (Pl. I. no. 6) ere dørposterne og de nærmeste planker
ved hver side mod sedvane aldeles glatte.

Kirken er utvilsomt den samme, som omtales i det saa kal
lede Bergens Kalvskinn, og derfor ældre end det 14de aarhun
drede. Der er ingen historisk beretning, som giver nogen vejled
ning til nærmere at fastsætte kirkens alder, og man har saaledes
alene stilen at holde sig til, men denne peger hen paa, at bygningen
bestaar af to i alder meget forskjellige dele. Den yngre tid giver
sig tilkjenne i svalgangen, ved hovedportalet og i den indre reis
ning, men selv disse dele kan vel paa grunn af den udprægede Ro
manske karakter i de runde buer, saavelsom i søilernes ternings
formede hoveder og i snitverket, neppe sættes længer ned end til
slutningen af det tolfte aarhundrede; dog er det muligt, at den
kantede og de tvenne med fremspringende lister forsynede søiler,
som træffes i svalgangen (Pl. 11. no. 3, sammenholdt med 6, 7 og
9) hidrøre fra en senere tid. En ganske anden smag kommer til
syne ide oven berørte udskjeringer paa kirkens nordside. Heraf
er dog den del, som finnes paa den østre hjørnestav, nu saa for
vitret, at det ikke tydelig lader sig gjengive i tegning; det øvrige
(Pl. 11. no. 1) derimod er næsten uforvansket bevaret. Det ud
merker sig ved sit yderst gammeldagse mønster og sit fremspring,
som vel paa døren kun er tomme ophøjet over bunden men paa
andre steder indtil 3 tommer, hvortil endnu intet sidestykke er
truffet. Det maa derfor ansees for det ældste af den slags, som
finnes her i landet, og kan i alle fall neppe være yngre end aaret
1100.

Urnes kirke skal kun have en aarlig indtægt af 12 Spd., og
det var derfor ikke saa merkeligt, at den omtrent for en halft snes
aar siden blev solgt for 20 Spd. Alligevel kan det antages, at
der ikke gives nogen anden bygning, hvis verd i handel og vandel
staar i saadant misforhold til det arbeide og den kunstferdighed,
som engang har været anvendt derpaa.

Pl. I no. 1 fremstiller grunnplanen eller rettere et horison-
talsnit af kirken, lagt saa højt, at man til venstre af
hovedindgangen ser en levning af den veggbenk, som
fra først af, ligesom i andre stavekirker, har gaaet rundt
sideskibene, og dybere nede grunnsvillerne og gulvbor
dene; — 2 oprids af kirkens indre Nordside; — 3 ligesaa
af Vestsiden ; — 4 træforbinding, hvor sideskibenes eller
omgangenes tag støder til veggen; — 5 tversnit eller
profil af midskibets buer; — 6 hovedportalet, med an
tydning af buens træforbinding og af hvad der er bort
hugget af dørposternes hoveder, for ifølge den bekjente
kgl. resolution af 1823 at tilvejebringe en udadgaaende
dør, medens denne tilforn, og saaledes som den viser
sig i rekonstrueret stand paa grunnplanen, gik indad
(jfr. Pl. 11. no. 10); — 7 samme bues nordre halvdel
og tilhørende hoved, seede fra Syd, med snit af buen
og antydning af hvad der er gaaet tabt ved borthug-
ning; — 8 de samme seede fra nordre side (jfr. Pl. H.
on. 11 og 12).

architecture than in other churches, chiefly in the mouldings of the
arches. Moreover this church exhibits some peculiarities to which
more than usual attention ought to be paid. Instead of the ex
terior wall of the portico being ordinarily quite compact or at the
most pierced with some small openings, it here consists wholly of
arches, nearly of a man's height, supported by columns (Pl. 11.
no. 3); also in the outside of the church, a circumstance not
elsewhere to be met with, and especially in its western gable we
find carvings, though now nearly effaced by the air; very rare also
are the carvings on the northern wall (Pl. 11. no. 1), which origi
nally, as above said, was enclosed by the portico; and whilst the
capitals of the columns elsewhere are quite plain br carved in the
usual style, they here on the three sides which are visible from
the nave, are decorated by grotesque figures of men and animals,
all varying in their shape, and above the capitals on the northern,
southern and eastern wall the winged dragon winds upwards in
many attitudes along the posts, here formed like flat pilasters. On
the contrary the posts in the upper end are wanting the usual
masks or heads of men and animals; nor do we meet with the
diagonal crosses before the triforium; and at the principal entrance
(Pl. 11. no. 6) the doorposts and the nearest planks on both sides
are, as a contrast to the ordinary custom, quite plain.

The church is undoubtedly the same mentioned, in Bergens
Kalvskinn , and therefore older than the fourteenth century. No
historical account gives any direction how to fix the age of the
church more exactly, and we must in this respect refer to its style,
which clearly intimates its consisting originally of two parts from
different periods. The younger time betrays itself by the portico,
by the principal entrance, and by the nave, but even those parts
may, on account of the distinct Romanesque style of the arches
as well as of the cushion capitals and the carvings, hardly be put
farther down than the end of the twelfth century; still it is poss
ible, that the octogonal and the two other columns with projecting
lists, to be seen in the portico (Pl. H. no. 3, cfr. with no. 6, 7
and 9), belong to a later time. A very different taste appears on
the northern side of the church in the above mentioned carvings,
of which, however, the part on the eastern corner pillar is so much
weather beaten, that it can not distinctly be delineated, the other
part (Pl. IL no. 1) on the contrary is almost entirely preserved
and distinguished by its extremely antique pattern and its relief,
the carvings of the door being indeed raised only about a quarter
of an inch above the surface, those of the other parts, however,
even up to 3 inches, to which no parallel is to be found. It there
fore must be regarded as the oldest of this description in our
country, and can hardly be considered younger than the eleventh
century.

The annual income of the church of Urnes is said to be only
12 Spd. (2| £), and it therefore was not strange, that the church,
about ten years ago, was sold for 20 Spd. (4f £). Still there
exists probably no building, whose worth in purchase and sale
stands in such a disproportion to the workmanship and skill ex
hibited in this church.

Pl. ___ no. 1 represents the groundplan or rather a horizontal
section of the church, tåken in such a height, that to
the left of the principal entrance may be seen a remnant
of the bank which originally, as in other churches of
the same construction, has joined the walls of the aisles,
and still lower down the sills and the floor; — 2 a lon
gitudinal section of the church, looking S.; — 3 a trans
verse section of the church, looking E.; — 4 the con
struction where the roof of the aisles abuts on the wall;
—:5a section of the arches of the nave; — 6 the
principal portal with indication of the construction of the
arch and of the capitals being damaged in order to
make the door open outwards, conformable to the royal
resolution of 1823, while it originally, as it may be seen
reconstructed on the groundplan, was opening inwards
(cfr. Pl. 11. no. 10); — 7 the northern part of the same
arch and the capital, seen from S., with a section of
the arch; — 8 the same, seen from N. (cfr. Pl. 11. no.
11 and 12).




































































































































































